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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

In interpreting the claims in light of the specification and applicant's arguments, 
the Examiner finds the claimed invention is patentably distinct from the prior art of 
record. 

The prior art of record, Yu, US Patent No. 6,351,775, DeBettencourt et al 
(DeBettencourt), US Patent No. 6,279,011, and Desai, Patent No. 6,434,608, teach the 
invention substantially as claimed. 

Yu discloses a cluster server including a plurality of servers, requesters nodes 
request services from the server cluster via a network, denote SA(j) as the number of 
requests for object classed assigned to server j, and meta information with requested 
objects can also be applied to a conventional DNS routing in the Internet to improve 
load balancing in a server cluster (Abstract, col. 6, lines 31-36, col. 7, lines 18-37, col. 
9, lines 27-33). Yu's invention also can be adapted to a hierarchical mapping of object 
identifiers (URL) to the group of servers in the cluster (col. 11, line 54 - col. 12, line 63). 

DeBettencourt discloses a traffic management subsystem for distributing web 
page requests to the web servers including a monitor for collecting and storing 
information related to the requests for web pages, the monitor includes a manager 
receiving web page request information from one or more agents each in 
communication with at least one of the web servers, and the request information is sent 
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to the manager at a periodic time interval, for example, every 30 seconds (Abstract, col. 

1, line 66 - col. 2, line 55, and col. 10, lines 1-16). DeBettencourt also discloses 
assigning a value to each web server which is a relative evaluation of the load capacity 
of that web server (the difference in the sum of said measured computational resources 
is within a first predetermined error value) (col. 22, line 37 - col. 23, line 33). 

Desai discloses tracking request objects in a table in which it tracks objects for 
which at least one cache miss has occurred, and an object is only cached if it has been 
requested at least twice (Desai, col. 3, lines 14-44). 

Claim 1 is allowed because the prior art of record does not expressly disclose 
alone or in combination "grouping the sites into N groups, each group being assigned to 
a corresponding one of the server nodes such that for each pair of groups, a difference 
in the sum of said measured computational resources is within a first predetermined 
error value". Examiner finds the specification in pages 6-7 to be persuasive since 
applicant describes sites are partitioned into groups, each of which is assigned to a 
node, such that the most popular files of all sites are distributed equally among all the 
nodes or the sum of sizes of the popular files includes in each group is nearly the same, 
and also the computational workload imposed on each node is nearly the same. 

2. The dependent claims 2-12 further limit independent claim 1. Therefore, claims 
2-12 are considered allowable for the same reasons set forth for claims 1 . 



Application/Control Number: 09/502,718 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 2176 

3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the Issue Fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the Issue Fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chau Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4639. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 am to 6:00 
pm. 

. If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild, can be reached at (703) 305-9792. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application is assigned 
are as follows: 

(703) 872-9306 (After Final Communications only) 
(703) 872-9306 (Official Communications) 

(703) 746-7240 (for Official Status Inquiries, Draft Communications only) 

Inquiries of a general nature relating to the general status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the 2100 Group receptionist whose telephone number 
is (703) 305-3900. y * 



Chau Nguyen 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2176 




